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Unofficial vote tallies on April 9 showed Mario Vargas Llosa leading with 31% of the ballots, and
Alberto Fujimori with 28%. (See Chronicle 04/10/90 for coverage of general elections.) The runoff
between the two top candidates will take place on May 27 or June 3. The new president will be
inaugurated on July 28. [The highest absentee ratio, or 38% of registered voters, was recorded in
Ayacucho. According to polling firm Datum, 75% of votes cast in Ayacucho were blank or null.]
April 9: The governing American Revolutionary Popular Alliance (APRA) will unconditionally
support Fujimori in the runoff, according to APRA leader and president of the Chamber of Deputies,
Luis Alvarado. In the general elections, APRA received 19.5% of the votes. Fujimori has announced
that he plans to go into the runoff without party alliances. Nonetheless, he could also receive
support from the 7.4% of all voters who cast ballots for the United Left (IU) on Sunday. IU leader
Enrique Bernal told reporters that Fujimori can count on the popular will of Peru. In statements
to journalists, Vargas Llosa condemned racism. [According to the New York Times (04/15/90),
supporters of his Democratic Front (FREDEMO) coalition harassed Japanese-Peruvians on several
occasions during the week following the elections.]
April 11: Xinhua quoted an unidentified source close to Vargas Llosa as saying that the candidate
was prepared to withdraw from the runoff
April 10. After consultations with campaign advisers and FREDEMO coalition politicians, however,
he decided to postpone his decision until the following week.
April 12: At a news conference at the United Nations, senator from Lima and spokesperson for
Vargas Llosa, Enrique Chirino Soto, said Peru is not ready to elect a first- generation Peruvian as
president.
April 13: AP cited unidentified pollsters as saying that support for Fujimori is growing. Fujimori
earned a degree in agricultural engineering from the National Agrarian University in 1960, and
served as the school's rector from 1984 to 1989. He has studied in France, Belgium and the US, and
speaks Spanish, Japanese, English, French and German. The candidate has told reporters he does
not mind if people view him as smart, honest and hard-working because he is the son of Japanese
parents. [Fujimori's parents settled in Peru in the 1930s.] However, said the candidate, he is "100%
Peruvian," and has only an "ancestral connection" to Japan. According to news magazine Caretas
(Peru), FREDEMO spent over $3.6 million on Vargas Llosa's campaign, and Fujimori, about $180,000.
April 14: Fujimori told reporters that if elected he would permit foreign military advisers to assist the
Peruvian armed forces in fighting leftist guerrillas.
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April 15: According to an AFP report, Fujimori's candidacy has drawn little support from the
country's estimated 60,000 Japanese-Peruvians. A large majority of the community have opted
for Vargas Llosa. Fujimori told reporters in Lima that if elected, he plans to immediately focus on
the socio-economic crisis, drug trafficking and pacification. He said economic recovery plans will
prioritize the mining, fishing, manufacturing and petroleum industries. The candidate emphasized
that he has no plans for "shock treatment," nor recession as tools to achieve economic recovery.
State-run enterprises considered to be strategic, said Fujimori, will not be privatized. He mentioned
as cases in point Petroleos de Peru; the national airline, AeroPeru; Energia de Peru; potable water
services; sewage treatment; and the telephone company. Next, said Fujimori, differential rates are
to be implemented for public services. He added that at least $1 billion of additional spending for
health, education and nutrition services.
The candidate asserted that the number of Peruvians living in absolute poverty must be reduced,
from an estimated seven million of 22 million. Fujimori said his administration would avoid social
programs based on distribution of basic necessities, seeking instead to provide employment
incentives. Fujimori said his government would apply the "Mexican model" in foreign debt
negotiations. In an interview published April 15 by the New York Times, Fujimori said wants the
US to help construct a 560-km. railroad to support drug crop substitution efforts in the Upper
Huallaga Valley. The railway would link the valley to markets in major cities along the Pacific coast.
At present, Peru is a food importer.
Fujimori criticized US programs to encourage coca growers to change their ways as "completely
inefficient." He told the Times, "The United States is just fooling itself. You have to give the peasants
an alternative. Otherwise, they will die of hunger or join the ranks of the guerrillas." The candidate
said raids on cocaine laboratories and airstrips would continue.
Regarding the guerrilla insurgency, Fujimori said, "In the mountains, people were dying of hunger,
children were not going to school, but everything looked fine from the presidential palace." He
attributed the growth of Sendero Luminoso to the "total myopia" of Presidents Fernando Belaunde
Terry and Alan Garcia in the 1980s. Fujimori added, "They are primarily responsible for the
terrorism. Don't forget that people have the right to rebel in face of social injustice. You can't allow
the suffocation of a people by social structures." Asserting that counterinsurgency is "not fought
only with firearms," Fujimori proposed an Andean development program to bring schools, roads,
health clinics and impartial justice to rural residents. He proposed ending food subsidies and
permitting markets to establish food prices as the means for rural economic recovery.
The candidate said peace talks with the guerrillas are out of the question because of their "criminal
acts." Fujimori recommended ending President Garcia's policy of confrontation with foreign
commercial banks, choosing as an alternative a debt relief plan similar to those recently negotiated
by Mexico and Venezuela.
To reduce the 30% per month inflation rate, the candidate said his administration would place a
technician in charge of the Central Bank, raise taxes and public utility rates to reduce the budget
deficit and create a new currency, probably backed by silver. [Fujimori's campaign slogan, "Work,
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Honesty and Technology," was taken door to door by volunteers from evangelical Christians,
business people and university students and professors. One of his vice presidential candidates,
Maximo San Roman Caceres, owns a bakery-equipment factory and is president of Peru's
Association of Small and Medium-Size Industries. His other vice-presidential candidate is Carlos
Garcia, president of Peru's National Evangelical Council. Garcia, a Baptist minister, spent seven
years as director of World Vision, the Christian charity. Protestants, largely Evangelicals, account for
4% of all Peruvians. About a third of Change 90 candidates are evangelicals. Fujimori is Catholic.]
(Basic data from Notimex, 04/09/90, 04/15/90; AP, 04/09,90, 04/13/90; AFP, Xinhua, 04/10/90, 04/12/90,
04/15/90; New York Times 04/15/90)
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